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The ABCD Study is a socioeconomically and ancestrally diverse sample of >11,000 youth across 
the United States. We will give an overview of this cohort highlighting the rich mental health 
assessment with measures of relevance to substance use. With the initiation of risky behavior 
and increased psychopathology, adolescence represents a particularly vulnerable time for 
development of substance abuse problems. To study early adolescent factors related to this 
vulnerability, we present analysis showcasing detectable patterns of genetic risk for 
psychopathology and substance use in the ABCD Study as early as 9-11 years old. We will also 
present work evaluating polygenic risk score methods aimed at the challenging task of prediction 
in this ancestrally diverse sample. Finally, we will give a brief description of upcoming genetic data 
that will be available for this cohort in future data releases and the opportunities this may provide 
for the study of substance abuse. 
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